CONFIDENHAbved For Release 2001/05/23 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100100001-4

NVWMW%WWWWWW“ 2 e 2 A AR A A A A

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

CIA/BI GM 66-2
September 1965

KASHMIR

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF BASIC INTELLIGENCE

WARNING

25X1 C This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within
the meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or
revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

WMMWMNMMW
CONFIDENTIA

NO 440

2001001000014

Approved Fg




CONFIDENTIAL

KASHMIR

Kashmiz, officially Jammu and Kashmir, 1s a highly mountainous
state about the size esota, 1 major mountain range:

d nos this area of 85,000 aquare miles
and hinder movement to and from the Vale of Kashmis, the teaditional
center of local power. Kashmir Lies at the juncture of Hindu, Mosle,
and Tibetan-Buddhist cultural .

raled by a number of

ealms and has been fought over and
coples during ite history. Paat invaders
sia have crossed the passes and o

ighting in 1949, India controlled about
with & population that now numbers
0 percent are Moslems.
fire was that India
valley, actually a
level to gently rolling basin some 85 miles long and 25 mi

fire halted fi
an are

and nearly 2 million inhabitanta Live on ite rich ag:
was al control of small areas of dn,
Jammu and Kath

principally betw:
hmir's forests

w t are Mosle: e Paki
containe little wealth and little land suitable for cultivation, O iy
contrazy, it has aome of the most difficult terrain and

isolated and backward

Muszaffaribad
hmix ie under a separate provisional
ment, pending settlement of the dispute, but actually it s controlled
from Rawalpindi.

THE CEASE-FIRE LINE

and
aector crosses much higher terrain that is mostly barren, desotats
and lazgely uninhabited.

thern Sector: The CFL extends north from the We
les weat of and
For about 10 miles northward the
of plains, at an elevation of approximately 1,000 feet,
that are Purt of a nazrow belt of similar terrain that extends along the
n

About
cond largest
own in Kashmir and the winter capital of Indian Kashmir, and the aaly
motorable road supplying Indian forces in the Vale and along the Chiny
border in Ladakh passes through Jammu, ¢+

almost the entire sector of the CFL
4 miles southeast of Akhnus is the town of Jammu, th

From the Nosthern edge of the plains the CFL extends nosthwest
for about 30 miles, paralleling the scrub-cloaked,

from here it winds in a generally northesly
jaori and

{irection, forming salients into Indian-held territory at Rajaori
Pun

p
ndian supply route generally follows vall
are two diflicult climbs over numerous small ridgos 3,500 to §,000
and the road probably is usuable only in fais weather.

oste a A

paralleling the Thelum Valley. Al-
ociated rang,

£ 4,000 to0 5, 000 f

Northeastern Sector: Near Uri,
River for a few miles and
at Tithwal. the line generally is a
few mil han the Pakistan-
hiwe Kishanganga Valley, though in two places it follows the Kishangaaga
River itseld for short distances. The terrain is similas to thet of or
Pir Panjal Range count
areas of coniferous forest, and barren, rocky peake and
12000 t0 14,000 feet in elevation. ~ Settlements ase few, argoly con-
ied to narzow river lowlands and occasional slopes below 7. 000 ar
8,000 feet.

the CFL parallels the Thelum
hanganga River

Indian outposts north of the Jhelum Valley are supplied via a

network of motorable routes leading from Srinagar to the Novthern

part of the Vale. In contrast, Pakistani posts are served frmm
two narrow roads that follow the steep slopes of

Kashmix posts are served by via
Kotlitothe Puncharea. The most difficult section ia between Mizpur and
Kotli where the road crosses the steep ridgea of the Siwalik Rangs. & soad
180 leads west from the Punch Valley to Murce,

Northeast of Punch the GFL enters the Pir Panjal Range, which
forms the western rim of the Vale of Kashmir. Pesks of foe.

o aanial rise to elevations of 12,000 to 14, 500 feet and many slopes
22 high a8 11,000 fuet are covered with coniferous foreats, giving
general appearance strongly suggeative of the American Ruciies.
West of Gulmarg the CFL follows the crest of the Pir Panjel for a

* The town of Punch is on the Indian side of the cease-fire line.

** For background on Kashmiz's borders with Communist China

see CIA/RR GM 62-9, The Disputed Frontiers of Kashmir,

November 1962, 5.

by
JThelum and Kishanganga Valleys. Both roads are damaged
frequently and blocked by slides during the summex monsoes.

North of Kanzalwan the CFL crosses the upper Kishanganga
Valley and sscende spurs of the Great Himalaya Range. Fos the

ing 175 miles to the Karakoram glaciers the line generally
follows high peaks and ridges, mostly local water divides, at
ging between 12, 000 and 17, 000 feet. T
Kishanganga Valley evergreen-clad slopes extend o the crent of
the morthwest-southeast aligned Great Himalaya Range. Fasther
east, howeves, the terrain is mostly barren and the country 1o
generally uninhabited. Vegetation is limited mainly to serep and
Planted trees near villages; the fow settlements are small and sre
generally located in the major river valleys,

e typical

The Pakistani area to the north and northwest of the CFL is
2dministratively within the Gilgit Agency, a collection of smoll
princely states and tribal arcas. Thia region is isolated from the
vest stan and includes, in such areas as Hunza and Nagie,
ome of the world's most rugged terrain in which man to
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CEASEFIRE. LINE—50

UTHERN SECTOR
OUTHER!

- Taeor v S et 1 tw)
£ gy
ake * living.  Pakistani posts are few in this aector and probably id-Maxch, with depths occasionally up to a foot. Spring snowatorms

CFL ia mainly via animal
tracks along river valleys. A jeop road from Abbottabad moseh re
Pen for a few months during summer; other jeepable.
te from Skardu, but the two systems are not nelirved
to be interconnected.

Range no

its tributaries,
precipiation is a mere 5 to 8 inche,
is g

gooat of the area south of the CFL in Iodian- cantrolled territory
o Aaminiatzatively part of Ladakt. This area ia probably sven niguer
on the average than northwestern Kashmir and y

faabited, but in the very high mountains of the eastern past ars some
foirly broad, open valleys and very high, rolling, desolate platng ave
basine,

The Indian posts are supplied by the important Srinagar - Leh
T pebich aleo serves Indian orcen opposing the Chiness along
the Ladaidh border.  From Dras (o Kargil, however, this road siosety
approaches Pakistani territory, posts
are only 3 miles from the road asd ove:

axiatani raids against the road faslier this year led to Indian sccupa.
fiom of these posts; a later Indian withdrawal was followed by Fepenpe:
i i

The

CLMATE

o hay
ations induced by elevation.

Plains, with modific
The sammer monsoon
e

oy Accompanied by considerable cloudiness, mormally avessp
ooy 5 inches during July and about the same during August.  Beesipi-
ol shiclded by
an¢ during July and August receives only

increasingly common, in southwestern Kashmi,
in the Punjab plains to the south, winter conditions are similar s thase
of sutamn, with generally good wrather, sbout 2 inches of ratn euc
month fxom January through March are recorded in Jamumu, and | inch
each month for the same period at Lahors, Toward f v

and in the higher hills, however, winter is maxked by somewne in

he summer monsoon

Supply base at Srinagar.

Pakistani and Azad Kashmiri forces
ed by roads from

are difficult to maintain. East of the
2hemg the CFL are supplied by long and circuitous zoutes thay require
animal traneport ces.

Both India and Pakistan rely heavily on air resupply.
major airbase and large
Pported there {rom depots in nosthern

the Val

e not infrequent and may temporarily block routes put of the Yars
until early May,

eeldom reaches beyond the Great Himalaya
7th and east of the Vale. In the deep valleys of the Indus suu
a desertlike envizonment is

TRANSPORTATION

traditional lines of communication between the plains and
altered by the establiskment of the coase-

(partly because of a tunnel throu; .
ge from the ne
‘ entire Indian position along the CFL as far
by the fact that the main Indian supply route 1s

outh of the Thelum are
Rawalpindi and Jhelum via Muree and Mizpur,
and

Pakistani poste

Srivagar

mounts of military goods are tran
India. Goods are stockpiled

to 3upply Indian forces facing the Chinese in Ladsgh.

greater precipitation and some cloudy weather, ons below i pihous facing Pakistani troops along the CFL. The capuvility
000 feet. precipitation is mainly rain. Above 5,000 fect, of the Pakistan Government to maintain its presence in th,

lies on the ground overnight; and at 8, 000 feet snow acewmalorerto @ Tawest Gilgit area depends largely on supplics brought by air to

considerably d 3 locked periodically. it 4 and then moved over perilous jeep roads to our..

and passes are
o covers the Vale for most ofthe period from January theough
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Iying areas.
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Aren and Population of Keshatr o/
Aren
{1 square miten) Popuation
Tersdtory
controlled by Indta
Anantnsg. 2,097 il 3
Beramia 215% Sol/gso
Doda i3k ko3
T 1,249 516,932
Kathua 1,024 207,h30
Ladakh 37,75k 88,651
Punch 1,689 326,061
Srivager 1205 o1
Uthampr b 250,061
665 3,560,016
Terrttory
controlled by Paktstan
Azed Xashmi, 4,500 1,000,000
Odlgtt Agency 27,000 160,000
31,500 1,160,000
Total 85, 16¢ &,
R e e T e e —
controlled Keshats are taken fron the 1961 ocaue;
stattatics for Pakistani-controlled Keshatr sne phsed
an' recent. estinates.

The locational significance of the Indian line a of communication
in southern Kashmir is their close proximity to the Weat Pakistan
From Pathankot to Akhnur, vii
I

H

eld territory
‘ent of zoads across rough terrain that would make
Indian interdiction difficult
© Kashmir b

tworks. Movern:
a8y, although several major northeast- southwe:
2nd 2 fairly dense network of canals present local obstacte.

ouTLOOK

To Pakistan, Kashmir is more than a territorial issue. The
continued existence of a divided Kashmix ha

Indian aggressivencen and Pakistani inability to cope with o
power. Frustrations have incres
even to discul

the recent paramilitary operation againat Indian-held Kashmmis.
The obje were to spark a Moslem revolt and generate infes
national pressures enough to force a Kashmir settlement.

For India, in contrast, K;
foreign policy problems.  The
India, since it s in control of the most important and productive

heir has been but one of man;

ternate route via

Anal
the Kulu Valley to the Indus is now under conatruction, but its
completion probably is years away.

A settlement of the Kashmir dispute is the key to peace in the
gubcontinent, but after 18 years a means of settling the dispute
Ppears to be more remote than ever.
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27 September 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Dissemination Control Branch, DD/CR
SUBJECT: Dissemination of CIA/BI GM 66-2, Beptember 1965

Please disgeminate the attached copies of subject report

as follows:

6 copies
-8 It
1 copy
3 coples
1 copy

¥

"}- "

25X1C "1 .

25X1A

Spac!! !s!sg

Director of Basic Intelligence

Attachments:
As stated gbove.
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REQUEST FOR PROJECT APPROVAL

DATE

TO :

DIRECTOR OF BASIC INTELLIGENCE 31 August 1965

FROM  : CHIEF, GEOGRAPHY DIVISION, ORRX OBL

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF PROJECT NUMBER 61.2268

1. SUBJECT OF PROPOSED PROJECT

Kashmixr

2. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM To prepare an Intelligence Memorsndum that will revise and update
CIA_/RR GM-2, The Kashmir Question, dated Decenber 1956. The revision envisages a com-
plete reorientation with a focus upon the environmental characteristics of the Cease
Fire Line (CFL) area, routes leading to the CFL, the relationship of the CFL and Indian
problems of securing thelr frontier in eastern Ladakh, and the strateglc importance of
the Vale of Kashmir. The problem will be viewed in the context of past and recent *

3. NAME OF REQUESTER 4. RESPONSIBLE}QKﬁﬁcANALYST . BRANCH
Self-initiated 25X1A i GD/F

6. COORDINATION REQUESTED FROM (Specify)
OBL

A. OTHER GEA pivisions Preparation of map by Cartography Division

B. oTHER cia components OCT, ONHE

C. OUTSIDE CIlA Possibly State and DIA
7. ESTIMATED MAN-HOURS IN 0586 UL 8. TARGET DATE FOR ISSUANCE
120 October 1965
9. TYPE OF KZ®ES PUBLICATION
CIA/BI GM

10. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FINISHED REPORT

Standard for GM

1. remarks: 1T developments prior to the completion of the GM deflate the immediate
intelligence importance of Kashmir, it is proposed to reorient the GM to treat all of
L he Tndian-Pakistan border problems. Such complete coverage will, otherwise, be
produced in a succeeding GM.

% Tndian-Pakisbani relations, and brief but pertinent background material will e

inﬁihldedu 255)(1/\ 255)(1/\

o L AT 7

TRECTOR OF BASIC INTELLIGENCE

DATE

APPROVED:

ARSIBRANT KRR KTOR K OREK

HE 1 i
Excluded from automatle
Approved For Release 2001/05/23 : CIA-RDP84-00825 00!;;1c . 0114
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4 Beptesmber 196%

Jamru and Xashmiy

Unclaspified

STATINTL
61,2268 Self-initiated

. o
One map of Kashmir plus imsets on 1) enlargeuent of south

snd of Cesse Fire Line (CFL); 2) snlargement of CFL near Xangil; and
3) administrative divisions and pepulation distributien.

STATINTL
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GiROGRAPHY DIVISION REQUEST FOR GRAPHICS

TOr CHIEF, CARTOGRAPHY DIVISION Mﬁnﬁhw 1965
a

Check whether SENSITIVE x
fes Ko

Sanitized Title if above is Ves:

Actual Title: Jammu and Xashmir
Hap Ho.
Classification:  piuplempifisd  Control:
Date Graphics Required: _ Number ef Copiea:
D Project No.: £1.2268 GD'e Requester: Self-initizted ~

OD Analyst and Branch: - G0/f STATINTL  Phone No.: 6903

Remarkss _____ One map of Kashmir plus insets on 1) enlargement ef sewth
—-and ef Cease Fire Line (CFL); 2) enlargement of CFL nesr Xangily and
w3} sdrinistrative divisions and population distributien, e

Date Approved: -1 SBeptenbhor 1965 STATINTLWW@“
A b

Ingtructions: To be made up in
triplicate: Two copies to CD/BI,
one of which will be returned to
OCh/GD with map mumber. The third
sopy to be held in OCh/GD until

GROUP I
Excluded from automatic down-
grading and declasaification

the second is returned; the third
2opy with map number added to e gent
%6 the GD Pranchrequesting graphics.
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REQUEST FOR PROJECT APPROVAL

DATE
CHIER,—CEOGRAREIC RESEARCH, ORR |
To } | ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ORR DIRECTOR OF BASTC #1 August 1965
INTELLIGENCE
FROM :| CHIEF, GEOGRAPHY DIVISION, OBE

SUBJECT: | REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF PROJECT NUMBER 61.2268

1. SUBJECT OF PROPOSED PROJECT
Kashmir

2. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM To prepare an Intelligence Memorandum that will revise and update
CIA/RR GM-2, The Kashmir Question, dated December 1956. The revision envisages a
complete reorientation with a focus upon the environmental characteristics of the
Cdase Fire Line (CFL) area, routes leading to the CFL, the relationship of the
CFL and Indian problems of securing their frontier in eastern Ladakh, and the strategip
importance of the Vale of Kashmir. The problem will be viewed in the context of ¢

3. NAME OF REQUESTER . RESPONSIBLE D/GG ANALYST 5. BRANCH
Self-initiated  STATINTL - BRARx GD/F
6. COORDINATION REQUESTED FROM (Specify)

A. OTHER GRA DIvIsions FPreparation of map by Cartography Division
B. OTHER CIA COMPONENTS 0oCcTI, ONE

C. OUTSIDE CtlA

Possibly State and DIA

7. ESTIMATED MAN-HOURS diilleses /. G-D . 8. TARGET DATE FOR 1SSUANCE

120

9. TYPE OF ‘oW PUBLICATION

CIA/BI GM

10. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FINISHED REPORT

October 65

et

Standard for GM

nxxwmm
¢ past and recent Indian-Pakistani relations, and brief but pertinent background .
material will be included.

11. Remarks: If developments prior to the completion of the GM
the intelligence importance of Kashmir, it is proposed to ineduse—tiriT-mzteria—te-

a.n...e;c-pa-nded GM lasb—rid+ treat all of the Indian-Pakistan border problems. M—-

&Km‘gﬂnﬁ‘mm’m kw-&uuﬁ-ua.a.
Rarcanrdl G,
KRECXJEEKEEQX;;;SZ;EEKB@K

Director of Basic Intelligence
DATE )

DATE

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ORR

T
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REQUEST FOR PROJECT APPROVAL

DATE

CHIEF, GEOGRAPHIC RESFARCH, ORR .

T0 | ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ORR EXUR N o \4 S
4

FROM CHIEF, GEOGRAPHY DIVISION, ORR

SUBJECT: | REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF PROJECT NUMBER é /. AR é? Z/

1. SUBJECT OF PROPOSED PROJECT

Yas \nm'\‘\n

. LA O, -
£, ~o M v drvdv, & v
AT w W o

3. NAME OF REQMSTER 25X1A 4. RESPONSIBLE D/GG ANALYST §. BRANCH Q_B '-F

5
3.

’W“_)_E)A\N—\k\&—h@

6. COORDINATION REQUESTED FROM (Specify)

A. OTHER GRA DIVISIONS @ \ gmsf‘ﬁ--u»\. ”«!“ \ o Q-Q“LQM

, 0% %

B. OTHER ClA COMPONENTS 73 1\

C. OUTSIDE Cla Q(‘Sx‘b\\}r Srike awd DA

7. ESTIMATED MAN-HOURS IN D/GG ‘8. TARGET DATE FOR ISSUANCE

3% 2w Ssel.f e han 7 7

9. TYPE OF D/GG PUBLICATION

G N\ #

10. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FINISHED REPORT

I T v d et &M A st gusd

11. REMARKS: \ [ A Sudoma, X3 e ve e Sevddletin of e &M
oAb e Seaens “\(&n'\'\‘.}r a, \\\.\;z\\\a&hu_ N\:q.\tguu % \iv\s\am\v—‘ N LY

e dermoS o tmeluda BRes Maehemat An ol epandsN G tobwat wi\
Yvaa® 60Q of e \ndiana~ Pakiskan Dondan Py leline |

APPROVED:

DATE

CHIEF, GEOGRAPHIC RESEARCH

DATE

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ORR
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To prepare a Geographic Intelligence llemorandum that will xx revise and
update GM¥2, [he Kashmir wuestion, dated December 1956, The revision
envisages a complete reorientation with, & focus upon the environmental
characteristics of the Cease Fire LinéAa ea, routes leading to the

CFL, the relationship of the CFL, and kke Indian smmwriky problems of
securing their frontier in eastern Ladakh, and the strategic importance
of the Vale of Kasmmir, The problem will. be kexufix viewed in the
context of pust and recent Indian-Pakistanh relations, and brief but
pertinent background material will be included.
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